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— — Bu the big big ed 7 
church; 
the amet for u cmi ue 
to proſtitution of the moſt ſolemn ordinance 
3 religion. And in that view I con- 
7 i ao wonder, 3 the biſhops and clergy 
elves were the firſt and moſt zealous in 


lane 1 front the reel of that d. i 


It is well known, moreover, that ſeveral gen- 
tlemen, who have the honour to be in the com- 
miſſion of peace, care not to K at 'all: and 
NN give no afs - 
Hance in this cauſe; ſo that inſtead of diſ 

charging their truſt,” they rather encourage vice, 
by not executing the laws upon the immoral and 
profane. What ſuch gentlemen think of a JR 
day of accounts, I know not. 
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n uber, you will not” fonles your 
| commendable induſt % Toes with arent ad 
ſhaken reſolution will go on to be terrors to evil- 
doers, and a praiſe to Chew this de well. — il 
GOD almi hty proſper you : may your endea- 
vours to reform a vitious age be attended with 
agree fe in wy Arc hey be a means of deriving 
drome ble your ſelves and your 7 — 
Millet: (for 2 hed way the full reward be 
of gned you ou href in that y world, one | 
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SHE deſign of our meeting together this 
day is well known. It is to animate and 
| encourage thoſe of you, who have join- 
ed in ſocieties for reforming a wicked and difſo- : 
hace age; and to recommend the work of refor- 
mation to others, bho have not yet engaged init. 
The cauſe, Sirs, is moſt glorious 17.no man 
ſhould be either aſhamed or afraid to appear in it. 
When wickedneſs abounds, when vice and irre- 
ligion prevail, it becomes every man, of what» 
ever rank or character he be, to bear his teſti- 
mony againſt them, and to exert himſelf to the 
utmoſt in a to revent their growth 
anep 17 7 wg account them- 
ſelves obli to riſe up for God ml the F 
e ; and % K for 8 225K le 
workers of iniquity . This the great Gov e. 
pekts from all, who profeſs themlelyes his ſer- 
vants, or hope for his favour and acceptance. 
11 Under the influence of . conviction, ſeve- 
ral worthy L N to enter into an 


aſſociation for this pu wiſely judging, that 
private attempts would be inſufficient to give 8 

| YE Pal. xciv. 16 
rs check 
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check to growing wickedneſs, and that united 
force and counſels Were moſt likely ro bring about 
this defirediend, oo 4 £ 

begun in the reign, of - 
Queen Maxy of nal 


This work was firſt 
King W1LE1AaM and 
memory. The proclamatians and letters, which 
their Majeſties publiſhed on this occaſion, ſuffi- 
ciently demonſtrate their royal hearts deep 
feed with the great ſpread of immorality, an 
reſolutely determined, if poſſible, to ſuppreb it. 
Happy was it for theſe nations, that Cop raiſed 
up thoſe glorious princes to rule over us, whole 
hearts were ſet upon the advancement of reli- 
gion and virtue. Their acceſſion to the throne 
was. peculiarly ſeaſonable; for, according to rhe 
hiſtories of rhoſe times, it js zudged, Tar ih 
nation was then arriv'd to a, moſt prodigious 
height of wickedneſs; religion funk in its cte- 
dit and reputation; immorality triumph'a, vice 
was faſhionable ; and through the fad coxrupti- 
ons of the two preceding reigns, the contagion 
was epidemical, and had ſpread itſelf amongſt all 
Tanks of perſons ; and fin was become no longer 
the object of ſhame, but of glory: In ſhort, matters 
ſeem d to be come to a criſis; that either wicked- 
neſs or virtue muſt be ſuppreſs d; for vice , was 
now grown boiſterous and outrageous, and a tor- 
rent of ptofaneneſs had broken in with an im- 
petuous violence. Every one, who is acquaint- 


ed with our Engliſb hiſtory, will vouch the 
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trogbl, expoſed chene to, it was brave. 
ly done i fn ole few. gentlemen; who firſt united | 
to oppole the wickedneß of the times, tod 
what ed could towards ſtemming the tide 9 
who thus back (to their ever | 

honour. be it ſpoken) the Acer of. r 9 — 
ow Re Tho 72 2 55 erpetuated as, 
is ra among us. 


0 e e 
of it: 325 —— Mt 1. * concurt d 
id you to carry forward this good work, 
IF have ſeyerally offer d a variety of arguments. 
to direct and animate Fe in this ſeryice.. I Win 
8 meh t o 1 5 ce them as heartily agreed 
every thing would tend to promote 
e honour, Ho advance che kingdom. om r 
in the world. 57 18 4 7 
; 1 e ch that nothing new can he ex⸗ 
me, w hen. ſo many men of great 
name — abilities have gone before me in this 
pop pu N upon thi essere e chr de- 
X complying with t rhoſe-gen- 
Ta ble ee were eek ce 
my eſteem and affection for chis glorious work \ 
fotbad me to be backward in contributing the 
moſt I could (how little * chat mige be) 
* by 
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W Gerl chougfits, which L appre , may 
help to encourage And confirm wy in the lau- 
e wotk you Have Undertaken: they inform 
us, how David was affected with the iniquity of 
che times i 2 which he Ck 1225 beheld the 10 25 
Was riev as + as 
4 5 drhiet 91 0 David ſhould be onfi- 
der'd”as an Example to good! men uh future 
Wg doubtful when the hundred and nine- 
teenth Plalm was penn d che title does pot in- 
ot Rf hy ws, certain 1 7 fo 
ju apptehend it was com a- 
bs hy lr cats ;' and may be e as 
4 collection of his erpetiences and obſervations. 
In the general courfe, of his Life h 15 cloſely 
adher'd to the Word of Gon 7 and he had 
found it of (in gular fee bot to comfort and 
counſel him ii the different ſcenes Bit 5 
which he had de gag 4d ow deute, 
cloſe of ie che a ates e re- 
marks, and ina Ky i e nee them 


eee 
ail ne a ev! coil of 

care: it conſiſts 
and 
ame 


the 
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a with the Go 
s was ſo contrived, poſ- 
latin x he hen Fo. fm abr of bibi it 


product of thought and carg. 
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wgethet} nee might beuſcful to other in 
goons A the. church. r 07 "m1 
| Davenrimahe courſe of his life had met wich 


variety of providences; he had his changes, it 


— moſt men; but in all he had 


ſenſible evidence of the divine ſavour, and in 
the main! his heart was right with Gon! He 
had his failings as well as others, and fame mils 
carriages af a very heinous nature too, but yer 
on the whole, he tg man after GO 
| heart. > However he 
taken, it appears from the hiſtory af bis liſe, 
that he lad a prevailing regard for 4 
of God, a ſollicitous concern for 
gion, and diſcountenancing immorality, -' Ho 
uſed his influence and auchotity for thete | 'glori- 
rpoſes; and nothing more impreds'd! his 
render heart, chan to ſind his endeavours' fail of 
od ſucceſs. He had a routed averſion againſt 
* — as he would not allow it in himſelf; 6 
neither could che behold it in others withont re- 
luctance and concern: Ibæbeld the tram ſſori 


and was grieved. 90 1663 ef: wil 9d 3607 


We may in theſe words: -conſider>Dayipot 


ſpeaking, oither as Kg, or as a-2dod: han 
only. Ax theſe two —— Lapprehend he 


will be ſaund a fit le both far magiſirhtes 
and for private perſons in the bleſſed taulo of 
reformation. „nien ei mi (Hindus 12 1-Hoviey 
It will not be amiſs to carty-both rHiefe-viewy 
2 — r 


this ſubyett. 397 ditt „ 10 
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in Davin 


Sin made an early entrance into the world: 
and though Go has! evidenced his reſentment 
againſt it by ſeveral terrible judgments executed 


| _ mankind (witneſs che univerſal deluge in 
04 


h's:time;. the ſending fire from heaven to 
deſtroy many large and populous cities at once; 
the cutting off his ancient people Mael from be- 
ing a nation, and ſcattering them upon the face 


ol the earth, and the like) yet the hearts of men 


are ſo corrupted by the iniquity of the fall, that 
they are ſei ape — — evil: and we muſt 
& to ſee ſim entirely extirpated, till the 
2 ſelf ſhall be — up. Sin and this 
world will have an end together: and ſo far is 
fin ſtom loſing ground, or growing weaker by 
age, that 1 wiſh there were not fo much reaſon 
to lay, every: _ am more ſtrong and 
n WON x11 n ! 
Davip beheld. he! dame of his day. 
By which phraſe I underſtand more, than barely 
that he ſaw them, that he knew there were 
ſuch, and that their wicked actions came with- 
in his obſervation. The term denotes, that he 
nat many a ſerious thought upon the conduct 
of the wicked, he took notice of them, 


he carefully conſider d their behaviour, and re- 


volved it fre * 1 in * mind, ill his a 


He He s grieved : b 


of ſoul, his tender wm was moved at the wick - 
IL 4 ; 3 | 
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wines |: ae 
| Stb be bebe: kei t os Her * 
nor ſtand by 3s an unconcerned ſpectator of 
iniquiries' which” were id in the welldy 
he was grieved. © Grief is an inward paſſion or 
alfection of the ſoul, ariſmg from a reflection up- 
on ſomething. melancholy or afflictive. This 
paſſion Dv ip found was excited in — 4a 
wickedneſs of men in a v N 
penn fo that he compares tears, reopen 
„to rivers: vers of water run doum 
mine hes *. And in another place f he ſays, 
horror hath taken hold upon me. The good man 
waz in a vaſt diſorder and concern: the original 
word, which we-rranflatc horror, ſignifies a fem 
pet or form. There was, it is plain, a vehe- 
r mmoties und u fle in his ning: ſome- 1 
times he wept bitterly, at other times he was in 
Skind of tremor, ſeized with hotrot and ſur- | 
ptize: But let the ourward ſhape, in which it 
appear d, vary ever ſo much, the inward affeQi- 4 
sind the be, he grieved, his heart was 1 
impreſſed with an holy concern ar the impieties Sl. 
od choſe among whom he lived. _. 
Tue general propoſition to be inſiſted on fro | 
aſs weck l. that it is the property and cha- 
rafter a good man, fo grieve at the tranſgreſs 
the wicked. J | 
Wh ver rank or place he fills up in the 1 
world, if he be a truly man, he will find 7 
himſelf thus affected, when he beholds the tramſc | 
greſſors: the growth of vice will excite ch pa 
[2 Ve. n. I ver. 3. 3 
55 n 
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ves 


it very. pong 


wo 


bis. e 


„ vexed 
day to daß Thus we rad of 2 — 2 
eee ar . 5 gre 
| nor drin N 


| becauſe 7 the 10 "on of them of rem ht be 
carried OT 


= 24 8 fon 


73 — Fats fo 


_—_— —— might be multiplied, rg 
that the ſaints of Gop in all ages mourn 


45 


over the vices of the times in which they live, 


it is their charaQer and property. The cxam- 
ple of our bleſſed 1 is what I will only 
mention farther. . We read that our Lord logked 
reund alous lum with n it grieved for 
the hardneſs of their hearts 


and perverſeneſs of the Jews — him juſt — 


of reſenttent, but it excited his pity. and ſorrow 
together with his anger. Ho full of render- 

. 
© 3 Peri. 8. ; : Idee 
* Acts xvii. 16. 
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Ach pe en 3 


per 05 | we iner?! 
chat $0 S be orice A he ns ee 1 
like 12 ficion and t PA OT) ve⸗ 
ya itable to le diſciples of a le, 
1 Whatever 155.7 men 458 C 
partake 'of this Ipltit, a et as it they 
table endeayours to check the prevalence of 
dice, thus did Dav 1p, both in di Feste nd 
private capacity. 1 5 alt Kno y Hat tefoll 
ogs he made with reſpect to his conduct, when 
S ſhould come to the full | pofſetfion of th re- 
. he Would do Te 2 it hi 
co 


immarality 
we he erever e 


e bis Ifen teac * * 


i e wild e © Hifi ca 


much amended ; profaneneſs and vice ka 
then geaſe to be fo faſhionable and in ſuch re- 
4 770 now rhey Are. 1 'Davrd hit oi fed 

a few tears, and grieVd over the'rrantpteffion 


5 the wicked, without endeayoutitig to. 


1 

To it; his tears and all his" expreffionF of 
Se! rould have been cenfured*as; artificial and 
pretended, or at leaft as, not flowing from thoſs 
gpble {prings, rc to. Which we juſtly af ribe his e. 
10 Luke xix, 41, f. ek % See Plalm ci. 
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and genuine, ſp 14 us 
principles, it will di hon Jn. outwat Pf 
the good man to do eyety thin 2 


ments and mourns over. And Ml venture to 
that every man has it in his power, whatever h 
ircumſtances in the world are, to do  fomngrhi 


d he read and ner : 
owar reventi C inc 
rice nd kee eons 


Let us in the farther pioſecyr ion of this. 
a, enquire into e e of 
"yl 


1 In what. ELIE; at will 4 7 erg con. 
= for the wickednels of mankind me er 


2. 5 What ae che principles” which give WH 
this concern, and influence the goo Fra 6 


; Afﬀer having offer 4 to your, ious conlig ber 
ration Come hip hints under each of theſe heat 
will cloſe c few N by "Y of. n 5 
cation, _ - h up 


8 £9: E ___ 


' L kn what S4 J ads 105 a ſincere wat | 


71 for the e of — 5 


| cart is deeply 2 wich 

ence of vice, will ſtick at no labour, 55 
trouble, but will do all he can to ſopprels it: 
he will diſcountenance - ro the . 


\ 


: 
4. + 2 | 
of his ability, according to the ſtatiom and rank 
in which the providence of Gon has placed hint. 
But more particularly, 9% 1.7. hee It ' 
1. He: will take care, chat his own: life. ſhal | 
be wd regularly conducted, as to give no counte» 
nance to vice, but to be a ſtanding reproach to 
— e {bat aur 
es. ö C 2 0 
Thboſe who are truly güne n de. fe 
aa will be vety cautious of themſees. Ex- 
ample is more powerful than precept; aſpecial- 
r 
in advanced circumſtances. Their fellow-crea+ 
tures look up to fee how rich and great men 
live, and generally form themſelves upon their 
model. VEIL — 21. 
thing to ſee the great become Coerde 
— — 
conviction of this, the honourable: Howe of Cam 
mont addreſs d the moſt g — ran 
—— g remarkable words * — 
examples of men in high and publick-ftations 
& bave a- powerful ORE the lives:.of 
* others; we do moſt humbly beſcech your Mas 
« jeſty, chat all vice, profaneneſs, and irreligion 
© may in a particular manner be dil in 
— ro who have the honour to be em. 
loyd ncat your royal and in all | 
others, ho are in your ſervice; b 
ä oa cha your Kajol 


* AddreGs of the Commons William, for the fuppreſſing 
46, Fa. 1697. wK 
upon 


62% £ 


. c upon all occafions;: diſtinguiſh men of piety 


and virtue, by marks of your royal 'favour.” 
It would have a vaſt influence towards the re- 
ſormation of a nation, did m n rulers 


abt according co this advice, | 797 d 


The truly pious and good man will bear his 
* teſtimony againſt vice and profaneneſs, 
by the n of his own converſation; 
and will let the wicked know, thar he fincerely 

eves at the ſins of mankind, by not allowing 
s:own out to come into the ſecrets of the im 


moral and 4: py — man may in this 


ay evidence his reſentmen 7 vice, and 
thoſe: in the A ne of muenen é 
mitten to do ſo. 


2. The good man will cake all proper occa- 
ſions to plead and proteſt againſt wickedneſs; 
adviſing and admoniſhing the vitious of the n 


conſequences of their immoral courſes. 


eln this world there is an anavdidable com- 
merce between the wicked and the good. When- 
ever therefore the good man falls into com 
with the vitious and profane, he will watch for 
a convenient opportunity to throw in ſomethin 8 


Wu converſation, that may recommend reli k 


expoſe. the evil and folly of vice. If his 
hs truly affected and grieved, out of the — 
dance of it his mouth will ſpeak for 'Gop, and 
plead the cauſe of virtue. Every man ſhould 
thus bear his teſtimony againſt the immoralities 
of tholc with whom he _— re 


4044 15 1 But 


tw © 

p yo 97 85 pect | 
ni ot of i good thoughts of vitruc 

religion Moth th mi ; of the wicked, and bp 
faying: dmething which may tend to abate theit 
affeckion to vice. Nehemiah, we are told, con- 
tended with the nobles of Judah, and retnon- 
— againſt their profaning the Sabbath. — 

ed and pleaded with them the dat 

wy tan by ſuch practices, and put them in 
mind what had been the e of che 
hte evil courſes in the days of their forefarhers. 
A remonſtrance againſt vice made by a perſon 
in authotity, will probably impfels and ftrike a 
wicked mind, that has before been perfe 
deaf to all the advice ne of private 
friends: eſpecially when the perſon admoniſned 
has laid hitnſelf open to rhe laſh of the law; 
then a word ſpoken in ſeaſon on the ſide of Vit- 
tue and religion, may ſometimes anſwer better 

irpoſes, than the mere infliting the deſerved 
puniſhment on — offender.” 

The miniſters of religion are likewiſe al? 
larly obliged ch expreſs their grief in this man- 
net for the diſſoluteneſs of the age and place in 
which they live: © Tis our duty to plead the 
cauſe of Goh and religion, atid ro do what we 
can to convince thoſe, who oppoſe themſelves. 
We are to ſet our (elves to'deſtroy the kingdom 
of Satan, by tepreſenting to the wicked the mi- 
lery of being his. ſervants: we ought therefore 
to paint vice in the moſt diſagrecable, chat is, 


„ Nchem, xiii. 17. | ; 
20121 C-4 in 


: L 41 

in its own colours; and ſhould recom- 
mend virtue oe religion as. the molt lovely ac 

| amiable things in the world; for ſuch they 2 


are: We ſhould . che practice of godli 

by the argu a olpel, and which are 

the ſtrongeſt moſt eng; and by ter- 
rors fetch d from chence like wiſe, we ſhould en- 
deayour to drive the {inner out of the paths of 


pany and vice. With a reſolute. firmneſs of 


e ſhould attend to theſe things, both in 
and in our nen 


Publick miniſtrations, 
verles with mankind. 
3. The good man "mill Aoper his * 
race of of lin, and his gre by ae 
Wicked. 
This is a duty of charity, a every man 
2 to his neighbour. 0 ap not to ſuffer ſa 
pon our brother . 1 wiſh this duty was more 
gr E ponds bur there is a culpable mo- 
ich prevails upon moſt perſons ſo far, 
as to make them backward to the ce 
of it. I allow that reproof ought to be ma- 
naged with great tenderneſs and | diſcretion; 
Much compaſſion ſhould be mixed with it: And 
it may be, carce any ſocial duty requires ſo much 
care in the diſcharge of it, in order to its an- 
ſweri the ehen FA. But this is no argu- 
ment for omitting the duty; tis only a reaſon; 
e careful co Alcherge it ina right 
malmer.“ * 390 I 45 429) "211 2 14 
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The reproring a man for e 
him co be a criminal; and that ſi - 
fo that it oftentimes 2 
ner become our enemy, merely becauſe we tell bing 
the truth. There muſt therefore be a great deat 
of pi pg he e 
the manner of reproving. 
As to the tre ; it ſhould be 8 Ges 


ner is calm, and in a temper diſpoſed: to liſten 
to what is ad: This is molt likely ſometimes im- 
mediately after the fact is committed; or at other 
times will beſt anſwer, when the paſſion is ſub- 
ſided. No general rule is to be fix d for this: 
prudence muſt direct, as things occur. There 
is one thing however, I believe, may be deter- 
mind at once; chat che beſt time to reprove . 
a vitious man is, when he is alone for if 
ny be preſent, the only effect to be is 
. 
againſt che reprover, for 
— nm rarer of the 


As to the mme, Fe Pos at A 
tenderneſs and ſo as may moſt- 
kely con convince offenders, that it does 2 


en rr Sn fi Weg 
e loye and good - will to the ſinners 


| 
| 
| 


| themſelaex;-and chen they me moſt hike 
ſucceſsſul K. it 1. z. 
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onacted to that purpoſe; The law of Gop forbids 


2 K 


ely to be 


4. Good men wil Gurbeodiorctebel grief 
at the iniquity of 2 by bringing che 
wicked to puniſnment, i if chey can no other= 
wiſe. work upon then. The gentle methods of 
admonition, warning, and — ought firſt to 
be uſed; but if che liner appears incotrigible, 

muſt then take place, and every mart 
thoald think. himſelf obliged to bring tho offen- 
der to puniſiment. ace 
Wie muſt under this head, dy diſtin 


god between the. er and che e 


5 a 19G 
— two chings more wat. 5 incum- 
bent on the rulers or ag! iftrates of any nation, 
in order to the ſuppreſſi ng vice, and putting a: 
— to the iproading auger har wicked. 
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the practice of ſin, and has threatened tremen. 


dous penalties on the impenitent tranſgreſſur: 
Notwithſtanding this, there are thoſe who fear 


not God, but boldly: venture on the violation 


of his be ;, theſe ſinnots, it may be, will 
be check d 'a ſtrict law of the land, and if 


Some men, when in hey foe occſon to find fault 4 it wh 


— 2 cee ſo manifeſt an 
natur d 7 ion; that it cannot, ac e 
— 5 Eine 7 err u will be otherwiſe affefed by it, than 
8 unn... gives it. 
not 


within ſom 


t i ; ai 35 | 
cher reclainnd, will probably be kepr 
e bounds; arid will bes leſs Felder 


not alt 


and imp 


ſnould . per laws infotced with 

ries, to pro lope wickedneſs. This bly 
ſo Mae — fir, that (I believe) there 
never was a civilized nation altogether deſti- 
cute of laws, framed for the-encouragement of 
virtue, or the ſuppreſſion of open vice. The 
Roman ſtate had many good laws of this kind, 


to which ſevete penalties were annex d. But if 
we ſearch the records of all nations, Lam a pen 
an 


think we ſhal not find in any of them ſu 
Ale proviſion of excellent laws againſt irteli- 


and wickedneſs, as our own nation abounds 


with. Our lawgivers, it muſt be own d, have 
enacted various laws to terrify the evil-doer, and 
to retrieve the declining intereſt of virtue; 'and 
in order to ſecure the obſervation of chem, they 
have annex d ſanctions to thoſe laws: ſo that it 
is not for want of good laws, that we are not 
become a reformed people. If laws could have 
—_ themſelves, ptofaneneſs and vice had 
ago been put out of countenance, if not 
4 baniſhed out of the land: But this 
cannot be look d for without ſomething farther; 
The ſecond thing therefore expected from the 
civil magiſtrate towards the ſuppreſling vice, is 
to take care that theſe laws are well exe- 
cuted; ſor otherwiſe they are of no force or 


significance. The (word of juſtice is by the 
5113 eternal 


in the gratifying their vile lofts. 
The legiſlative out therefore of every 3 5 


therefore refuſes to uſe his authority in the cauſe 
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ſo far 
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eternal King, the ſoyercign Lord of all, put in · 


0 the hands of the civil magiſtrate; be is the 
- miniſter of G O D, a reveng 


er to execute wriuth 


pen him that doth evil *. f the magiſtrate 


of virtue, and will not put the laws againſt im · 

intro force, he becomes criminal, as he 
far bears the ſword in vain; he does not act 
up to his character, which is, that he ſhould be 
a ferror to evil-doers; nor does he anſwer the 


great end for which magiſtracy in general was 


at firſt appointed, or for which the ſword was 


8 Pim his hands, -and power was lodged with 


im; namely, to ſecure the obſervation of the 
laws, and to prevent their being openly viola- 
ted. It is of the laſt conſequence to a nation 
to bave good magi to execute the laws; 
ſuch as have a regard to religion and virtue, and 
who out of a principle of conſcience, will exert 
themſelves againſt impicty, by puniſhing the 
guilty. The Romans took ſpecial care in the 
choice of their magiſtrates, and in no one in- 
ſtance diſcover d their wiſdom more than in this. 
Who. would be willing to put a {word into a 
madman's hand? Nothing but miſchief could 
reaſonably be expected in ſuch à caſe: It is 
to make thoſe 
guardians of the laws, who ate themſelves 


| kawlels and diſobedient. I Wil with all my 


heart, there was as much reaſon to congratulate 
our nation upon the virtue and faithſulneſs f 
S777 VU * + Rom, xiil, 4. L 1 2 5 '*Þ | 11 
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the 
laws. Nee Lene 
for" the” remark,” which was made by the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons in att addreß to 
King WIILIAMu; who ſpeaking of profancneſs 
and immorality, add theſe words, «which chiefly 
as 2 che neglect and ill example of too mas 
ba, auc, | like 4 general conitagie 
4 dnl fed and fpread chroughout the 
. dbm *, g. If men of abandon d, profſi- 
gate lives, who neither fear Gov, nor 
man, are put into the magiſtracy, the work or 
reformation will ſoon be at a ſtop; for it muſt he 
wich a very ill grace indeed, chat a magiſtrate can 
execute the la upon à criminal for ſwearing, 
ot Per for lewdnels, or debauchery, for pro- 
faning e Eotd's-day, or any other open wick - 
edn den he E 0 himſelf chargeable with 
the "ike Eritmes, arid it may be in an higher de- 
It may much rather be expected (ad 
you lade found ir ſo more than once) that ſuck 
magiſtrates will diſcharge the offender, and in- 
ſtead of executing the good law upon him, will 
7 the informer, and ſend him away with 
look, if not with o 9 
Ale tus things 2 — che ma- 
1 8 as to vice and profaneneſs, vis.” making 
good laws, and taking care that they are execu- 
ted well: But magiſtrates may be faithful in boch 
reſpects, and yet the Work of reformation not 
Fo advance. 
— \Cormumons addreſs to King * pra 
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There is therefore a duty incumbent on all 
private perſons, in order to carry forward this 
glorious work. Here the buſineſs of jr 
comes under conſideration. Ir is a name of h 
_ found in the ears of many perſons ; and thoſe 
wha have engaged in the work, have been load- 
ed with. baſe reproaches. Nevertheleſs, it is eaſſ 
to prove it a neceſſary duty, and all the frien 
of virtue ſhould think themſelves obliged this 
way to oppoſe the growth of vice. Ir cannot 
be ex that the magiſtrate's power will be 
very ſignificant in the ſuppreſſing of immorali- 
ties, if private perſons do not lend their kind aſ- 
diſtance. The magiſtrate can be witneſs but to 
a ſmall part of the vice which is committed; and 
it will be but ſeldom that he can puniſh the pro- 
fane and irreligious, if he is to fee only with his 
own eyes, or hear only with his own ears, and 
may not be allow'd to receive information from + 
others. The main ſtreſs of the reforming de- 
ſign ſeems almoſt to depend on the faithfulneſs 
and diligence of private perſons, in giving infor- 
mations againſt the vitious : and ſhould all deter- 
mine to forbear this, it is eaſy to tell what would 
be the conſequence; vice would go unpuniſh'd, 
and the profligate ſinner would grow bold in his 
wickednels. - | | 

This then is another outward expreſſion of 
the good man's grief at the wickedneſs of others; 
he will, when gentler methods have no effect, 
do all he can, according to his ſtation in the 
world, to bring the criminal to puniſhment. I 
add, " 5- The 
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5.: The good: man. cxpretie S on this 


Jay Sex by: fervent prayers to 
This is a — all good men, whatever 
their circumſtances are, can uſe : for the throne - 
of grace is open to them all; and thoſe 'who 
ſcarce have it in their power to help forward 
the blefſed work of reformation any other way, 
may affiſt and be ſerviceable in this reſpect. And 
doubt not but the prayers of good men have 
contributed very much to the ſucceſs of this cauſe, 
as far as it is already carried. *Tis Gop alone 
that is able effecually to ſuppreſs the wicked: 
he can ſend forth his Spirit and convert them; 
or if they will not attend to his motions, Gon 
can ſtretch out his arm and deſtroy them; or by 
his over - ruling providence can diſcover. their 
wickednels, and — chem to ſuffer the juſt de · 
ferts of their folly. 
The petitions moſt proper to addreſs to Gon, 
in reference to this glorious cauſe, are ſuch as theſe. 
That Gop would reclaim the wicked from 
the error of their ways: that by the influences of 
his Spirit he would effectually convert and un 
their hearts. 

That Gop would pardon and forgive. chem 
all the former iniquities of their lives, and re- 
ceive them to his mercy upon their rEPeACanIce, 
according to the declarations, of the Goſpel. 

That Gop would put a ſtop to the growth of 
guilt, and would bring the wickedneſs 2 re 
* fo an end *, | 
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chat Cop vyduld ſpirit up out ruters and ma- 
giſtrates, that they may be faithful in uſing their 
authority to the encouragement of virtue, and 
che ſubduing of vice. : 

That Gop would reftrain the wrath of che 

wicked; and take under his ſpecial protection all 
thoſe, who expoſe themſelves to manifeſt dan- 
gers in profecuting this work. 

That Gop would on and bleſs all ede 
vours of every kind, which are uſed in order to 
bring about a national teformation. Ad 
That Gop would gracjouſly accept, and abun- 
dantly reward all thoſe pious — who willing 
ly offer themſelves to this ſervice, with the bleſs 
lings of this and another world. 

In petitions of this nature all good men will 
concur ;- and let all the people ſay, Amen. 


II. Tam now to enquire, what the principles 
are which give riſe to this concern, and influ- 
ence the good man to expreſs it in ſuch ways. 
There are three things which I would here 
offer to your conſideration, as the proper princi- 
ples, which influence good men They to grieve 
at the growth of vice; and theſe, I perſuade my 
ſellf, you are actuated by in your attempts to pro- 
mote a reformation of manners in this degene- 
Tate; diſſolute age. | 
T. An high 9 for the honout of Gov. 
The apoſfolicaf canon is, whatever ye do, do 
F) to * glory of God This maſt de the go- 


ers 31 


verning 


verning end and principle of all our actions: and 
this is what makes: the good man grieve to ſee 
abounding wickedneſs, and do what he can to 
ſuppreſs it. David in this Plalm y refers 
to the troubles and perſecutions he had been un- 
der; and no doubt he reſented the injurious treat» 
metit'he met with: but the man's concern 
ſeems more to be for the breach of the divine 
law, than for any dettiment ariſing to himſelf, 
He was grieved to ſee men in defiance to the 
divine authority, break the law of Gop : This 
he himſelf gives as a principal reaſon for his con- 
cern, becauſe they kept not thy word. The 
man has a deep veneration for the laws of Gon, 
and a profound reverence for his Majeſty: in 
virtue of this, he is never more ſenſibly troubled, 
than when he ſees inſolent finners openly affront 
God, by boldly violating his righteous precepts: 
and his zeal for God's honour will make him do 
what he can to bring the offenders to puniſhment. 
Tis recorded to the honour of Phmehas, and 
Gov took it well at his hands, that being ⁊ea- 
lous for GO D's ſake, he executed judgment up- 
ment upon Eimti and Cosbi*x. When the ho- 
hour of Gop lies at ſtake, or is any way infringed, 
the good man grieves, and, like old Eli, his heart 


Ihe honour of Go is evidently ſtruck at by 
the diſſolute and debauch'd lives of the drunkard 
and unclean, by the ſhocking oaths and curſes 
of the common (wearer, by the profanation of 
© * Numb, v. 11, C. See Plal, eri. 3% 15 
9 | | | 8 


rar} _ 
his holy day, and by the ſpreading of vice and 
irreligion: this the good man cannot behold with- 
out an inward grief, and this puts him on trying all 
ble methods to rectify matters. And all who 
ve any regard to God, will be concerned to 
do what in them lies to prevent ſuch diſhonour 
to his Name, and ſuch contempt to his Autho- 
rity. Can a child of an ingenuous temper ſtand 
unconcerned, when he hears his tender father 
affronted? No, his reſentment will riſe, and 
him upon methods to vindicate his fathers ho- 
hour. Thus the horrid curſes and profane ſwear- 
ing, which are ſo frequent amongſt us, grieve 
the good man, as they vilify the majeſty of his 
heavenly Father; and no wonder that he ſhould 
endeavour to make the daring ſinner ſmart for 
his folly: I rather wonder, that theſe — 
ſo patiently tolerated, and that more offenders of 
this kind are not puniſn e. 
2. A real concern for the welfare of the com- 
munity, of which he is a member, is another 
principle upon which the good man's grief at the 
wickedneſs of the world is founded: and as a 
true friend to the ſociety, he does what he can 
to ſtop the growth of it. 10 fe 
The profligate and profane will ſcarce allow it; 
but tis certainly true, that good men who at- 
tempt a reformation in the place where they live, 
are the beſt friends to the publick. | 
A truly pious and good man conſiders he was 
not born merely for himſelf, and therefore ab- 
_ hors ſelfiſh views; he aims at 1 — 
: | fete ; 
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ks the 00d of the land co which he belongs 
= Denis reſolution, I will ſeek thy good, oh 
Jeruſalem *. Upon this foot every good man 
is a publick bleſſing : by his prayers he often pre- 
vails with * and is 

means of ing off im ng judgments': 
4 his example and advice he recommends virtue, 
and cats reproach on e : and by his 
exerting himſelf vigorouſly in the cauſe of refor- 
mation, and bringing to puniſhment obſtinate of- 
fenders, he moſt effectually promotes the com- 
mon welfare. However ſtrange this may feem 
in the opinion of diſſolute and vitious perſons; 
it may eaſily be proved, if we only er the 
vaſt prejudice prevailing immoralities are to any 
nation; and by conſequence, he who attempts to 
put a ſtop to the growth of vice, does the com- 
munity the greateſt ſervice. 

Sin is not only a reproach to any people +; bat 
often deſtroys a nation: à city is overthrown by 
the mouth of the wicked t. Wickedneſs has a 
twofold tendency to ruin any ſocicty, both a me 
ral and a natural tendency. 

- 1. A moral tendency; as e ok 
— 4 to the wrath of Gop, and awakens him to 
nt. Oh what havock has fin made in 
lick 1 as well as brought miſchief on 
ticular perſons! If vice and profaneneſs are agua 
practis d with impunity, and no care is taken to 
check and reſtrain the daring ſinner; whatever 
crimes are thus committed become national; and 
Pfl. exxii. 9. + Prov. xiv. 34. - F 
9 2 t 
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the focicty muſt expect that Gop will ariſt do 
his own cauſe; ſince there are none in it, 
| who will ſtand up for him againſt the evil-doers. 
Particular offenders often are permitted to go on 
in fin, wichour feeling the reſentment of Gop in 
this world; becauſe there is another ſtare in 
which divine juſtice will avenge itſelf upon them. 
But communities are diſſolved with this world, 
and as ſuch cannot be reckon d with — t 
and therefore publick judgments are now to be 
expetted, when publick vices are tolerated. The 
hiſtories of ſeveral nations will confirm this ob- 
ſervation : Eſpecially if we examine the conduct 
of divine providence towards the Fetiſh nation, 
which was Gop's peculiar people, we ſhall find \ 
chat when vice abounded, and no care was taken 
to ſuppreſs and puniſhir, then Go aroſe to judg-» 
ment; he not only withdrew his protection, but 
frequently deliver d them into the hands of their 
enemies, or ſent fone deſolating evils upon them. 
The Plalmiſt's remark has been verified in more 
than one of the nations of the earth; he (i. e. 
Gop) turneth a fruitful land into b F, for 
the wickedneſs of them that dewell therem &. The 
wicked are the moſt formidable enemies any na- 
tion can have: the good are its beſt friends, as 
they do what they can to prevent national judg- 
_ and to obtain of G oD national Viet 
R. 
290. Publick vice has a natural tendency to WY 
8 nation. Impiety and . an in their 
| b * PH. cv. 34. 
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ver natures to {ink a 12 into contempt and 
miſery. And when theſe are not diſcouraged, 
what evils may we not ex ng TREE WE 
fulion and All der mu the neceſſary 

of unreſtrained vice. ere is no nation oy OE 
heaven can furniſh us with a more. remarkable 
inſtance of this than the Roman fate ; which 
whilſt it continued virtuous, made a great figure 
in the world, was raiſed to the hi belt d egree 
of glory; but when once luxury 1 vice pad 
ſpread themſelves into the ſeveral ranks of 
pep the glory departed from them, theit 


ength was gone, their ſpirirs ſoftened by de- 


bauchery; civil wars 'arofe at home, and the 
ſword of foreign enemies at length arten over 
threw them. * 

Where vice prevails, the bands of government. 
' muſt ſoon be Aided, riots and dldeders will 
enſue, the ſpirits of a nation will be enfeebled, 
and they become an ealy prey: to any in: 
vading 4 witneſs the known ſtory of a 
King of A ria, who thought it rather the eaſier 
way to overcome the city of Babylon, by ſend- 
ing in players and lewd women to debauch it, 
than to invade it with a mighty army; and he 
anſwer'd his end effectually. Thus Balaam pro- 
jected to inſnare the Mraelites with the dangh- 
ters of Midian. And thus I doubt not was the 
contrivance of Rome and Hell, in the reigns be- 
fore the happy Revolution, to debauch the na- 
tion (a — "fad ir may be to the greateſt de- 

E 


gree 


FE 
gree ever known, When your glorious deſign was 
feld let on foot) that ſo they might enſlave us 
and ſend in,popery with all its curſed retinue. 
The Biſhop of London has made the ſame re- 
mark, with reſpe& to the maſquerades being in- 
troduced among us by the embaſſadors of a 
rince, who was then purſuing meaſures to 
bject us to po and tyranny *. When 
men become unbridled in their luſts, they 
will cowardly ſubmit to any burden, which 
0e of tyrannizing ſpirits would impoſe upon 
. 1 e 
Or it may be, unreſtrained luſts may take an- 
other turn, and bring the members of a publick 
ſociety into a ſtate of war among themſelves; 
they won't ſtand in need of foreign enemies to 
invade them; but they will bite and devour 
2 another, till they be conſumed one of ano- 
ther . | * * 
3. A compaſſionate tenderneſs for the welfare 
of the wicked themſelves, is another principle, 
upon which the good man acts, in diſcovering 
his reſentment and grief at the growth of vice 
and profanenels. poſes 
The facred ſcripture teaches us to account 
that man a hater of his brother, who ſuffers ſm 
upon him +. And indeed is it not hatred in 
effect, to ſtand by unconcerned, and ſee a fellow- 


| ® Sermon to the Societies, 1723. + Gal. v. 15. 
T Levit, xix. 17. | * 
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creature going on in-courſes which I know will 
be his eternal ruin, and at the ſame time I take 
no ſteps to prevent it? What would you think | 
of ſuch a conduct in another caſe? Suppoſe Iſee 


a man attempt to take away his own life, would 
it not be barbarous in me to ſtand ſtill, and not 


endeavour to ſave him? Certainly it would be in- 
reted unnatural cruelty, and a conduct no 


way reconcileable to the great law of love; ſhould 


L not do what I could to prevent my brother 


from _— away his natural life. 'The barba- 


rity is unſpeakably greater in the other caſe ; 
in as much as the unhappy wretch expoles him- 
ſelf to the wrath of Gop, and to ever mi- 
ſery, by perſiſting in the practice of vice. Mere 
compaſſion” would ſurely prompt us to do any 
thing in our power, to turn a ſoul out of the 


way to hell. Let vicious men put what con- 


ſtruction they pleaſe upon the good man's exert- 
ing himſelf againſt their vices; it certainly is in 
him an inſtance of moſt real kindneſs, and the 
beſt way of expreſſing his charity. The good man 
loves the perſons, tho he abhors the vices,” of 
the wicked: he would, if poſlible, deſtroy "PE 
in order to lave their ſouls. 
If it be (aid, that grieving at their fins, prayi 
for them, ſerring a good example, reproving 
admoniſhing hm; may indeed be evidences of 


good - will to the wicked; but how can bringing 


them to puniſhment be any argument of affection 


an compaſſion to them? The teaſon is obvious, 
E becauſe 


— 
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2 ſuch methods have a tendency to bring about 


r *% | 
"0" correction and. reſtraints are 1 
neceſſary, in order te bring a wicked man 8 
eonſideration; (hewever improper they may 
in the eaſe of miſtaken opinions ;) 2 — Ten 
to no inſtruction or admonition, but the rod and 
f only will give wiſdom. Now how un- 

t ſoever methods of ſeverity. may be to 
Lech ad blood; yer. they are merciful, when 
the ſinner by them is reclaimed from his evil 
ways, and prevented from running r 
on the eternal ruin both of ſoul and and 


chis effect, they muſt be interpreted as proceeding 
rom a real hearty — hap — awd 7% 
inner. And this is one main principle, which 
iafluences the good man thus to exert himſelf 
in the glorious cauſe of virtue end W . 
reep l. | 


LY 
* 
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1 1. We ſhould take occaſion. to lament the 
wickedneſs of the land. It is an argument of a 


good heart to be grieved at the fight of tranſ- 


greflors: and have we not cauſe to mourn over 
che vices of the age in which we live? The 
qaths and curſes, the drunkenneſs and lewd- 


neſs, the contempt of religion which abounds 


in our day, call for pity and compaſſion ; ' 
de, ſhould af our hears, VCR 
do 


97: "EY 

what we can to put a ſtop to the growth 
of them. | F 14 | 1 
1. Let us expoſtulate with the wicked, who + 
thus grieve the holy ſoul. What moving lan- 
gyage may we ule with them, when there is 
any proſpect of ſucceſs: What means che pro. 


fane ſaurarer, whole tongue ſpeaks only che lan- 


* 


guage of hell, by all choſe vollies of oaths ant 


e 
Ways 2 „, tho | 
declared the contrary? Art thou an equal match 
for Gop, that thou ventureſt thus to affront his 
Majeſty 2 Or what doſt thou expect will be the 

conſequence of falling into his hands, that thou 
ſtill multiplieſt provocations againſt him? Whar 
means the aruntard, the unclean, hr | 
of the ſabbath, by flying in the face of heaven, 
as if the terrible day of the Lord would never 
come; or as if they thought they could then 
ſtaud, tho their doom is fo explicitly declared: 
ee ne = in have ou 
| r Gop > No deſire to promote his ha- 
nour? No dread of offending him: What are 


you no ways concerned for the nation to which _ 


you belong, but do what you can to bring 
ruin upon it If neicher of theſe conſidera- 
tions will make thee forbear thy ſins; let 
me ask farther; Do you not know you have 
ſouls to be ſaved? Or have you no regard ta 
them? Will a bed in hell be ſoft? Or oe 
1 | | 5 
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x: How criminal are thoſe, and far from the 
uus Chriſtian temper of ſoul, who are uncon- 
| cerned at the wickedneſs of the times and n 

in which they live! 

The miniſters of religion, who can oe the. 


of vice without any concern, fall un- 


der reproof here: and ſo do indolent n 


ſtrates, to whom the execution of the * w 


committed, but they look on and ſee vice tri- 
umphing upon the ruins of virtue, and dont 
fo much as attempt to prevent its increaſe. -- 


I add, if ſuch are to be blamed; much more- 


Fry of either character, who are themſelves 
vitious; and by the eg the 0 their own 
_ | lves are continually ans: ſtock of na- 

tional guilt, N 

4. How fad a caſe is it, Ane wen ie 
of grieving at the wickedneſs of the world, 
make a banter, a jeſt and mock of ſin! It was 
an odd temper in Democritus, to be always 
laughing at the follies of his fellow creatures: 
Heraclitus ſurely was more properly affected 
wich them, when he continually wept over them. 
The merry ſatyriſt may be preferred, if we ſhould 
give in to — celebrated . of ridi- 
cule; but the mourning phi certainl 
diſcover'd the beſt 2 a7 £1 emi 4 
gued a fine ſpirit, and would have had che 
- of a more 82 and ſetious age, _— 


—_— —_ 1 a 4 kd 1 9 
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on than naillery and ridicule; elpecially | 
pol the. follies they obſerve, have. a LEP 


dency to real, miſchief. It gives them 15 
e 6 e. di- 


trouble to ſee men in ope n 


138 * d 41 I In: 
"7 Ber ave ce whoſe n Kaen 
to be, to lead others into wicked courſes; they 
dm, the unwary youth from one. ſcene of 
vice to another; till at laſt he can find the 
way. wichour e e jad 
even vies with them in the praftice of 


ui 
by Fader this: head I wil venture to place a 
thoſe unfaithful magiſtrates, > who. will not pu- 
niſh tranſgreſſors, will not exert, themſelves to 
ſuppreſs vice, but let the violated law be un- 


executed. By this means they give encourage: 


ment to vice; for the wicked will grow bold 
. and be hargen'd n las ippiour PURnk. 


2 


ie fu, mul a . — 
n hell 


den de user e 6 £0 on 4 vitious Con 
when he finds the laws lie dotmant, and che) 

way de violated with i A not 
to imagine what aggravated guilt the unfaith- 
l magiſtrate tes under: but we may be aſ⸗ 

ſured the King of kings who wh wn. trio 
of his gn 
_ kiſhment, when he comes 5 enquite ae int 
criminal conduct. __ 

6. How deſervedly thould they. be <ppland: 
6d who do what — IIS reforming a 


1 7 age! | 
man is to be — for ſhew- 


Every 
1 a zeal againſt vice; in doing fo he acts 


the part of a faithful ſervam to G0 p, a kind 
friend to the nation, and a onare well- 
wither to the good of the wi Kanon 1 
whoſe iniquity he oppotes; andin every vie n k 
merits reſpect. 

And now if every man in his private 
eit) is expedted to T e 


the vice he laments; it would be very dane 
if there were any harm in good mens cot 

nation to this purpoſe. There may indeed be 
accidental ill effects of ſuch a pious oonfede- 
racy ; but 1 hope rhat is no mote an objettion 


in this cafe, thap' it is in many. other ; the 
beft chings being liable to abufe. tes | 
is frailty in men, and while the wicked 
continue in the world, no good delign can be 


catried on but 3 2 
| n 


ik, will award him pr into ls 
is 


= 


"x 1 


bon weil mix it ſelf wich zeal, eren 
inteteſt toi and villains: will; af poſſible, thruſt 


in, where there is the Pra of ber 
tage: But mall we for e en; : 


or Fudas's treachery, condemn'the-beſt bel Gee | 
that ever che Nevis Goes Or ſhatl'we' Uiſcou- 
rage the: beſt deſigns, / becauſe the of 


0 7 
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tkern are not periect cheniſclves, © nor have the 


of diſcerning (| ts co ent their being 
95 4 win 0 mu 9 YA 72 1. UF 


the ſocieties for teformation of manners iy che 
cities of London and Weſtminſter. And before 
8 45 an end to this diſcourſe I beg they would 

vy me to offer to their donſideration a few 


e way of counſel and- 1 


15 Your deſign, Sim, is e Undable: kt ar- 
a noble and nerous ſpitir im you to Un- 
ke ſo good à work — To atte 

reformation of a wicked age, what more brave, 

what | niore'” glorious !'=— And as yout 'defign 


is good, ſo the methods in which you have 


2 ſucd it, are 'wiſe and juſt. Go on there 
ein chis bleſſed work, "a Gov kranker 


ene. 7835! 


you. ate to tir exhorred to- ien to your” own 


ſincerity ©! ſee that your lives are not the coun- 


[iterparts of hoſe ' vices” which you would fe- 


— form in ethers: take 8 you act upon 


gar * 


| good 


This is indeed a difficult ching chus ro temper 
zeal; but the 2 r 
very much upon it: for if men appear 
cated by a proud and phariſaical or a peeviſh 
* ſour ſpirit : the world will be ready to jud 

that they are only beating down the Devil's 
kingdom in one part, to ſet it up the more ct- 
fectually i 2 another; and that wich the * 
of the ſpirit they are combating again 
of che Let a meek and bumble 1 
therefore vilbly appear in your whole pb. 
Perſiſt with a noble firmneſs of mind in this 
work; and ſuffer not your courage to 
neither ſlacken your induſtrious endeavours 
to conquer wickedneſs, tho you meet with 
many diſcouragements, and run many Hazards 
in ſo doing. Lou have met with ſlander and 
with cruel oppoſition; and I ſee. no. reaſon. to 


expect you will meer wy leſs framthe, kent 


age: But faint not. 


There are many arguments te to encoumge your 


. perſeverance; and to animate your zeal ; which 
may likewiſe ſerve as conſiderations to tir wink 


others to join with: you in making head 
n others: however, let chem not guy 


vice. — ] wiſh they might — this kindly 
effect u 


o 4 cn Dn eine and diligence in at- 
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Conſicler, You — E 0 
. ſer your- 
* the ae 
man's — muſt enn thi for.” Von 
are endeavouring to promote virtue and Wo 
gion, in ion to vice and impiety. 
glorĩous conteſt this: eke 
Vou muſt needs have the approbation of your! 
own conſciences in the affair: ati in ward plea- 
ſure and tranquillity of mind muſt reſult from 
a refledion on your zeal and F 
a work. | 
You may be aſſured of the approbation of 
that Gop, who is greater chan conſcience; 
He looks down from heaven, and obſerves with 
pleaſure your zeal and concern for his honour 
and intereſt in the world. His approbation 
you 4 ſet againſt the revilings of the whole 
wor | 
The great author ond finer of vr faith | 
Jens Chriſt, cannot but approve of an 
lo agreeable to his deſign 3 
ay world. You-are carrying on the ſame 
work in which your dear Redeemer is en- 
5 namely to deſtroy the works of the De · 
and to promote his kingdom amonꝑſt men. 
From him you may expect aſſiſtance ànd ſup- 
ports, in proportion to the difficulties and dif- 
eee you moet - „n n 5 
* 4. 
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en 
Al good men iſh, well to yquf an "TY 
| your ickakibg The belt ps ws de- 


nomination concur in roving" the. cauſe of 
reformation: i have\ che generqus x74 


tibns of ſome, actual rs and expence of 
time from other, and the hearty prayers of 
I. apprehend. I; am, not miſtaken in ſaying 
| | men wiſh, well to your ſince that man, 
M who ſpeaks againſt, or dilapproves of Attempts. 
dor a national reformation, does in my opinion 
ſo: far forfeir the chatacter of a good man. I 
know indeed, thete are ſome who, profels. reli- 
gion and deſire to be thought good fate, chat 
bave not been willing to commend your: pious 
conſederacy, if they have not proceeded to dl. 
commend it: whether their . be good 
ot bad, I will not TE J am ſure their con. 
duct is vety criminal: if they are chemſelves 
ſree ftom open vice, Ill venture to ſay, they 
ate too much void of that regard for Go p 
and religion, that love to their country, and that 
tompaſſion for the ſouls of their fellow - crea- 
tures, which ſhould inflame the heart of every 
good Chriſtian, ] muſt attribute ſuch a beha· 
viour and diſpoſition towards your deſign, in 
men of appearing vittue and religion, chiefly 
to dne vr other af aheſe cauſes. Either to their 
nor anre: theyc are hot themſelves well ac - 


uaintet with! Neuf deſign and methods of 
proceeding, and baftily take up reports, it may 
be, from the 9 repreſentations of 
JA thoſe, 


* 
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| wah, wh. ices you appole 


lake, of a few. righteous men in it; and they 


he was 5 jult giving the blow. r wicked may 
tepreſent you as the troubles of Hrael, but yog 
are indeed as the chariots of Iſrael and the horſe- 


- 


ay] 


a eee eee 
which may ariſe from attempts 7 


under no concern, that 


not join them · 


| ſelves to you; . K chen ad, e n 


rful ſpirits might tend to render your. en; 
dun leſs vigorous and ſucceſsful. — Ox. ta 


they reckon it will be expected they ſhould. cons 


tribute towards the defraying the neceſlary ex- 


pences, which attend the execution of it; 
therefore chey will appear not to, | approve, of 
it, or to have, ſome friyolous ob 
e hack, of proceedings 3285 10 they magy 
el; ſollicitations co part with their | 
pe But men af ſuch . emgen 


worlt; members of any 4 OY o 


3 creatures upon e face of Gon 
and therefore tis fitteſt "ary thould live 
ja themſelves, ſince tis manifeſt. they deſign 
only to live 70 themſelves. une 

The whole community is unſpcakably indebted 
ro'you... Gop has dften bleſſed a nation for the 


haye prev ailed with him i He when 


men thereof; the ſtrength, and-glory of the na- 


9357! = tion; 


F 


. 
wicked. Le e 9 


covetauſueſs: if they applaud pe 
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"Ty 
| tion; you ate doing "the hight ſervice to the 
| poblick intereſt,” by endeavouring to ſtem the 
| 5 — thoſe bommable vices, under which che 


eth, atid which (if allowed and per- 
123 — hreaten us with the mot deſolating 
doments. F 
ef The wicked neben if rechintd: will bleſs. 
Go for you, You cannot expect, that while - 
they are fond of their vices, they ſhould | 
your deſign, tho! all along you have their con- 
ſciences on your ſide; but if by the methods 
you uſe, any ſhould be brought to have truer 
notions of vice, and be converted from their 
fins, they will thank you, and bleſ Gop for 
Fou to all eternity. — And you ate not to de- 
ſpait, but that you may ſee many looſe and 
profane perſons brought to —— and 
reclaimed from their Cel ways. | Some have 
already been recovered ; and tis to be hoped 
by the Spirit of Gop concurring with your 
endeavours others will be alſo converted: the 
intereſt of virtue and reli ion ſhall ——_ 
while vice and profan 3 degrees loſe 
ground. 
But whatever the ſucceſs be, your wa is 
nin git let the certain proſpect of a fu- 
lorious recompence animate attempts 
_ orm a em age age. Dur labour ſhall not 
de by vain in the Lord u. you rap at preſent 
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| . diſcharge of this work; but let none of theſe things © 
move you; heaven will make you an infinite 
amends at laſt: and in due time you ſhall oer. = 
tainly reap, if-you faint not : a happineſs laſt- 
o . 
d for ſuch as you. —1 * D we 
* Amen. 8 
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